
Letter from Mattie Johnson to Richard Carl Neves before they were married. Pages 5 & 6 are 
missing. Mattie and Richard were married the 19th of June 1903.  Mattie would have been 20 

years old when she wrote this. The pages have yellowed and were hard to scan.  Some of the text 
from one side showed through to the other.  I tried to make it as clear as possible.  Hopefully the 

transcription will allow you to enjoy a little bit of Mattie.  

Byron  Dec13, 1902

Dearest Richard: -

Your welcome letter

was received and read with pleasure

a few days ago. was sorry your mother 

had been sick but hope she is better by 

now was also sorry to hear that the 

diphtheria was so close to you. be sure 

and don’t catch it. there has been quite 

a lot of sickness here lately and one 

death the little babe of Mr and Mrs. 

Thorpe they had it’s funeral today

I sat up last night with it – and

am rather sleepy tonight

Well you surely are coming over to

spend Christmas arent you? I will

be disappointed if you don’t. you surely

can come then anyway.



2.

You need not be afraid of me getting

angry at anything you wrote or 

may write in your letters I am 

not that kind. that was allright.

I know what you meant anyway

We are going to have a fine time

here during holidays. that is if the 

plans are all carried out as they

should be. the men and boys from 

Cowley and Byron have all returned

from working on the Park road and

they are going to have a grand

ball for a change tomorrow night

in their honor.

Yes you are right we will have

to be careful about what we write

and if I say anything I ought not

to you will have to overlook it.



3.

It seems like winter here lately 

how is it there. O yes did Lucy get

there allright? we haven’t heard from

them since they left. Byron is being

built up quite rapidly they are

building a co-op store also a new 

school house and about a dozen

more or less, new dwelling houses

are going up, so you see we will

have quite a nice little town after 

awhile. O by the way I hear I am

going to be married Christmas time

I was quite glad to hear it. I am 

going to start to school after 

holidays and surprise them a bit

some of them were quite disppointed

because it didn’t come of on

Thanksgiving Day. Mr. Nauser, an



4

old bachelor that lives up on the 

river came here the other day to 

wish Lizzie and I much joy Some of 

the boys told him that you and I 

and Colvin and Lizzie were married the 

same day. He believed it allright

and asked me where my husband

was I told him that his business at

Burlington required his immediate

attention He thot that was awful that

he would leave so nice a young

woman so soon. will the folks “stuffed”

him to a finish so when he asked me

what my husbands name was I told

him it was Mr. Nothing I guess he would of

believed it yet if we hadn’t told him

different well I hadn’t ought to tell you 

about any of my meanness. you know



pages 5-6 are missing

7.

because you was sweet on another 

girl I was glad it was only a 

dream. But perhaps it will come

true who knows? Stranger things

than that happens in this world.

Six months ago I didn’t think you 

and I would be corresponding, did

you. Sometimes I wonder if we are 

as near suited to each other as we

think we are. I hope so but if we

are not lets find it out before we go

any farther. What am I talking about

of course we are allright but I 

guess it’s the old Nick or whatever

you call it, that makes me feel that

way sometimes. Well I suppose you

will get disgusted with my

lingo and won’t want me to 



8.

to write again. I will cry an

do better next time tho O yes

I hear brother Jim has got disgusted 

with Big Horn and all the people

therin and is going to (?) one 

trail for Canada. Don’t believe

it tho Bishop Jolly wants me to 

go down to Lovell and stay with

them till Christmas. I don’t think

I’ll go but I may Address your

next letter to Byron anyway

and if you can’t read this send it 

back and I’ll read it for you.

Write soon or come as soon as

possible but whatever you do 

don’t get the diptheria. It seems

like there is always some kind of

contagious disease in Burlington.

but I guess it cant be helped write soon

from M.


